Biting Policy

Policy Statement

Kinnegad Community Childcare recognises biting as a part of child’s development. We focus on dealing with this issue in a positive manner, considering the needs of all involved: the bitten child, the perpetrator as well as parents of both. 

We acknowledge that biting can occur for a variety of reasons, such as teething, exploration, imitation, frustration, inability to communicate, attention seeking, lack of control, excitement, over- or under- stimulation, tiredness or lack of routine. 

Procedure 
When a biting incident occurs, staff immediately attend to both involved and:
· remove the perpetrator and using a firm tone of voice inform him/her that this is unacceptable behaviour (younger child: “not nice”, pre-schooler “it isn’t nice to bite”). Give as little attention as possible. 
· Focus all of your attention on the bitten child. Ensure the physical injury is treated accordingly and comfort them. 

· Inform the supervisor.

· Supervisor must record the incident in the accident/incident form. 

· Supervisor must inform both parents at collection time, without revealing the identity of the perpetrator. The issue is discussed and advice given (verbal and written). 

If biting persists, staff must analyse the situation and try to identify the possible triggers. This can be achieved by: 

· Observation (recorded as to make sense of any reoccurrence)
· Shadowing

· Rearranging of the environment 

· Communicating with parents on a regular basis.
If the child who bites continues to do so, we may seek advice from an expert. 
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