Outdoor Play Policy

Challenging and adventurous.

Policy Statement

It is the policy of Kinnegad Community Childcare to provide a safe, healthy, secure and child friendly outdoor age appropriate environment for the children who attend the centre actively encourage as much physical activity in the outdoor environment

Our curriculum is a play based emergent curriculum and we believe that the outdoors is a wonderful learning environment for young children to grow and develop.  Our outdoor areas provide a range of natural, recycled and open ended materials to stimulate imaginative and problem solving activities. The seasons lead the way for exploration, questioning and wondering.  Our indoor areas are directly linked to the outdoors which allows seamless provision where the children can choose where to play and learn. 
Educators observe, support and join in with the children as they learn and develop. This learning can be documented and shared with their families through the child’s Aistear books.
We promote adventurous outdoor play for all children regardless of ability or weather,  all children have outdoor wet gear and wellies, as do the educators (Parents are informed of our outdoor play policy at the initial open night and through our parent handbook and are asked to apply suncream before children’s arrival during fine weather). 
We promote challenging and adventurous play outdoor play because:

· It encourages physical activity which contributes to all round health and holistic development.

· It allows natural adventurous exploration of heights, different levels, speed, gravity etc., all important aspects of developing the senses (proprioceptive, vestibular)
· Large spaces provide opportunities for independent play and the outdoor environment is organized with a range of resources available for the children’s learning and development.

· Children are exposed to the natural elements in nature which stimulates wonderment, creativity and exploration. 

We believe our outdoor play curriculum should be:

· An extension of indoors – well resourced, interesting, and full of opportunities.

· Safe, outdoor safety checks and adhering to staff ratios.

· Exciting and stimulating

· Fun

· Playful

We are constantly adding to our outdoor environments.  We try to keep them as natural as possible, regularly introducing new areas and recycled equipment and materials.  These are some of the elements:

· Large climbing frame and smaller climbing frame
· Grass mounds for running over, rolling down controlling speed and balancing

· Kitchen area with recycled sink and counter plus real life kitchen equipment for pretend and imaginative play

· Tyres for building, climbing and rolling.  Big tractor tyre used for outdoor sandpit.

· Digging/messy play area

· Water butt for collecting rain water, teaching conservation, flow, filling, emptying, pouring, weight etc. 
· Swings
· Tree house with sand pit and loose parts and plenty of opportunity for imaginative and creative play.
· Bird feeders, children learn about the seasons, when to feed birds, what birds come to into our garden etc
· Sensory garden, with reading area, bug house, wormery and bird bath (teaching children about biodiversity, bugs, bees, pollination and growing plants and flowers from seed). 

When children come in from the outdoors our hand washing routine is implemented.

Staff  meetings are held regularly where our outdoor curriculum is reviewed to ensure the changing needs of our children are being met.

A general safety check and risk assessment is carried out daily to identify any hazards or broken equipment that needs attention or removal.  If something needs attention then it is recorded for the attention of our maintenance man.
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Kinnegad Community Childcare Clg. recognises the importance of outdoor play and experience for all children.  The outdoor environment provides a range of developmentally appropriate, challenging, diverse, inclusive and enriching experiences for all children. Kinnegad Community Childcare is committed to following good practice in relation to ensuring ratios are maintained when outside the service and all staff members are aware of which ratios will be maintained. 





This policy is underpinned by the Childcare Act 1991 (Early years services) regulations 2016.





This policy is underpinned by the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016.











